
AGENDA 
Whitewater Landmarks Commission 

Thursday, May 4, 2017 – 6:00 PM   

Municipal Building, City Council Chambers, 1
st
 Floor 

312 Whitewater Street, Whitewater, WI  53190 
 

Call to Order  

 

 Call to Order and roll call 

 Approval of Agenda  

 Approval of Minutes –March 17, 2017 and April 6, 2017 

 Set date and time of next meeting – June 1, 2017 

 Hear Citizen Comments: No formal Landmarks Commission Action will be taken during this meeting 

although issues raised may become a part of a future agenda.     Participants are allotted a three minute speaking 

period. Specific items listed on the agenda may not be discussed at this time; however citizens are invited to 

speak to those specific issues at the time the Commission discusses that particular item. 

 Introduction of Councilman Chris Grady as a new member of the Landmarks Commission 

 Hearing regarding the approval of Moksnes/Epps House as a Local Landmark 

 

Reports 

 

 Report on Whitewater Historic Homes Photo Project  (Richardson) 

 Status of the Burial Preservation Acts Committee (Helmick) 

 Walton Oaks as a local landmark (Blackmer) 

 Brickyard Park (Brickyard Historic Area) report (Kienbaum) 

 Effigy Mounds Preserve (Helmick) 

 Inventory tags for city owned historical property (Haselow) 

 Proposed Library Expansion Project (Blackmer) 

 “Hello Building, How Old Are You” June project with library (Haselow) 

 401 Center Street as a Local Landmark (Helmick) 

 222 Center Street as a Local Landmark (Haselow) 

 Birge Fountain Conservation (Blackmer) 

 Library Display case install for Historic Preservation/Archeological month (Blackmer) 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

 Public education regarding Local Landmark status and designation of Local Landmark status for 

neighborhoods 

 Revision of  City Landmarks Ordinance regarding decertification/demolition ordinance  

 Thank you letters to Local Landmark owners 

 Subcommittee volunteers to work on reprint of brochure (Moksnes/Epps House and Walton Oaks)  

 

New Business 

 

 Individual commission members projects for May 

 Recruitment of Landmarks Commission members 

 Election of Officers 

 

Future Agenda Items 

Adjournment 1



 

MINUTES OF THE WHITEWATER LANDMARKS COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 

March 17, 2017 

 

A special meeting of the Landmarks Commission was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson 

Blackmer.  MEMBERS PRESENT:  Haselow, Oberle, Helmick, Richardson, Blackmer, Kienbaum.  OTHERS 

PRESENT:  Michele Smith, Jim Allen.  MEMBERS ABSENT:  Singer. 

 

BIRGE FOUNTAIN DISCUSSION.  Landmarks Commissioner Oberle presented a timeline of  Birge 

Fountain activities.    As noted in prior meetings, the Landmarks Commission is concerned about the 

declining condition of the fountain.  The Birge Fountain meeting scheduled for March 2, 2017 was 

cancelled due to lack of quorum available.  Since that time, City Manager Clapper and Birge Fountain 

Chair Luckett have been contacted and asked to reschedule the meeting.  Clapper indicated he would 

attempt to have the Birge Fountain meeting scheduled for April 6. 

 

Oberle clarified that the Landmarks Commission is asking for a summary for assessment, and are NOT 

asking for treatment.  The request is to have the conservator study the fountain, assess the condition, 

and define the treatment plan.    Oberle and Blackmer indicated that the intent of this meeting is to plan 

for the Council meeting, and to determine which items should go into the Council packet backup 

materials.   Much discussion regarding the wear,  the construction of the fountain occurred. 

 

Two  members of the Birge Fountain Committee also serve on the Landmarks Commission (Kienbaum, 

Richardson).  Birge Fountain Committee Treasurer, James Allen was present at the meeting.    Several 

members of the Landmarks Commission were concerned that the Birge Fountain Committee has not 

met and that some maintenance items are not being handled.  Birge Fountain Commission member 

Allen disagreed, stating that numerous upkeep items have been completed and the fountain has been 

maintained.  The Landmarks Commissioners asked Allen to encourage the Birge Fountain Committee to 

meet and hopefully approve the expenditure for the study. 

 

Landmarks Commissioners expressed concern that if the conservator agreement is not approved soon, 

the conservator will be  too  busy  and  not be able to complete the work this year.   Discussion 

regarding some opinions that Landmarks has overstepped their bounds occurred.   Landmarks members 

expressed frustration over the lack of meetings Birge has had.   
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It was moved by Oberle and seconded by Helmick that the Landmarks Commission request mediation 

through the city administrative offices to start a productive solution to the disagreement between the 

two Boards.    The request is to have the chosen mediator not be a commission member and not be a 

Councilmember.  AYES:  Blackmer, Oberle, Helmick,  Kienbaum,   Richardson, Haselow.  NOES:  None.  

ABSENT:  Singer. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michele R. Smith, Secretary 
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Whitewater Landmarks Commission 
 

AGENDA 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 – 6:00 PM 

Municipal Building, City Manager’s Conference Room, 2nd Floor 

312 Whitewater Street, Whitewater, WI 53190 

* Amended Agenda as of 11:15 a.m. April 5, 2017 New Business: Resignation of Landmarks 

Commissioner. 

 
Call to Order  

 

 Chairperson Blackmer called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM. 

 Present:  Patricia Blackmer, Dan Richardson, Suzanne Haselow, Ken Kienbaum, Richard  

  Helmick, Patrick Singer 

 Absent:  None 

 Staff present:  None 

 Guests:  Larry Katchel 

 

 MSC Singer/Haselow to approve the agenda as printed. 

 Ayes:  Blackmer, Richardson, Haselow, Kienbaum, Helmick, Singer 

 Nays:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

–March 2, 2017  

 MSC Kienbaum/Blackmer to approve the minutes as posted. 

 Ayes:  Blackmer, Richardson, Haselow, Kienbaum, Helmick, Singer 

 Nays:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

– May 4, 2017  

 The next meeting of the Commission will be on May 4, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the City Manager’s 

 Conference Room. 

No formal Landmarks Commission Action will be taken during this meeting although 

issues raised may become a part of a future agenda. Participants are allotted a three minute speaking period. Specific 

items listed on the agenda may not be discussed at this time; however citizens are invited to speak to those specific 

issues at the time the Commission discusses that particular item.  
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 There were no citizen comments. 
 

Reports  
 

 Blackmer took photos of the turbine parts and had them identified as the parts from the old stone 

 mill.  She also has a file on the emails regarding procedures and happenings so far.   There are no 

 decisions at present on how to display the parts. 

 

 No additional photos have been taken.  The Ambrose House is next on the list. 

 

 No report. 

 

 Blackmer will be arranging a meeting with the property owner to discuss details.  

 

 No report. 

 

 The friends met.    

 

 Haselow has a conference call scheduled for this Monday to finalize everything.  The quote is 

 effective for 60 days.  

 

 Singer reported that the City Council will not be meeting in closed session tonight regarding the 

 project.  From the council’s perspective, much more planning needs to be done before the city 

 will be moving forward. 

 (Singer left the meeting at 6:15 in order to be present at the Common Council meeting.) 

 Larry Katchel commented that he would lend his personal support to the Landmarks Commission 

in questioning the J.J. Starin site for a possible new library. 

 

 Kori Oberle has indicated that she will continue to be involved in the plan. 

 

 Information is still being collected. 

 

 No report. 

 

Unfinished Business  

 neighborhoods  

 A committee has been working on this project.  It needs to meet some more to determine how 

 best to proceed. 

ance regarding decertification/demolition ordinance 

 No report.  Kienbaum volunteered to work with the City Clerk on clarifying language in this 

 section.  

 

 The letters will be going out so they will be received during National Historical Preservation 

 Month. 
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 The hearing has been scheduled to be held in the council chambers at 6:00 PM. 

e Fountain 

 Blackmer reported that the Birge Fountain Committee voted in favor of the proposal put forth by 

 Landmarks to have an assessment done by McKay.  Funds for the assessment have been provided 

 through two different, Birge Fountain accounts.  The chair of the Birge Fountain Committee, 

 Alan Luckett, will now expedite the project by contacting McKay and seeking a purchase order 

 from the city. 

 

 Blackmer suggested that a project manager be appointed who is knowledgeable about historic 

 preservation and not associated with the Birge Fountain Committee or the Landmarks 

 Commission. 

 

 The minutes from the special Landmarks meeting held on March 21 have not been presented for 

 passage.   

 

New Business  
 

 Blackmer:  continue with the Walton Woods nomination, continue to monitor the Birge Fountain  

  assessment project. 

 Richardson:  Photos of the Ambrose House 

 Kienbaum:  Brickyard Park 

 Haselow: inventory tags 

 Helmick:  continue research on 401 Center Street, continue monitoring status of the Burial  

  Preservation Acts Subcommittee; Friends of the Effigy Mounds activities; complete  

  meeting minutes.  

 install a display 

  at the city library for the month of May, National Historic and Preservation Month. 

 

 Everything is in place except for the possible inclusion of the Moksnes House information.  

 

 Kori Oberle has recently resigned from the Landmarks Commission. Blackmer read her  

 resignation letter to be included in the minutes (attached). 

  

Future Agenda Items 

- Election of officers 

- Recruitment of landmark commissioners 

 

Adjournment 

Blackmer adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Helmick, secretary pro tem  
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